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The Population Crisis and the Use of
World Resources
Edited by
STUART MUDD

Bloomington: Indiana University Press. 1964.
Pp. xix, 563, $7.95
This volume contains forty-nine reprints, excerpts, and original
articles, with two prefaces and two introductory pieces. The editor,
Stuart Mudd, was assisted by Hugo Boyko, Robert C. Cook, Larry
Ng, and W. Taylor Thorn, Jr. The book is sponsored by the World
Academy of Art and Science and a group of undergraduates at Stanford University with "hope that a balanced discussion . . . may
offer some useful guidelines toward rational policies," and "to
acquaint the student with the situation and hopefully to stimulate
intelligent thought on the subject."
The collection is very broad and uneven in coverage and quality.
It seems unlikely to lead the concerned but inexpert reader far on
the road of intelligent analysis or rational policies, because there is
so much material that is emotional, repetitious, or merely common
knowledge (or common misconception) mixed in with material that
is important and well reasoned.
The first introductory essay, on "Population Pressure and War,"
by Bertrand Russell, gives an eloquent statement of a fallacy repeated several times in the book: "Nothing is more likely to lead
to an H-bomb war than the threat of universal destitution through
over-population." He does not discuss the facts that the only nations
now able to engage in H-bomb war are those farthest from destitution and over-population, and that these two nations have teetered
on the brink several times in the past decade over matters which
have no discernible relation to over-population. Nor does Earl
Russell or any of the other proponents of this thesis deal with the
question of why it was that World War II was launched in Europe
and Asia by the two nations which had the highest-rather than the
lowest-standards of living on those respective continents; nor with
the interesting fact that some of the most densely populated nations
in the world are among the most peaceable. The fluent and fervent
repetition of popular fallacies is not likely to lead the reader toward
truth or rationality.
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The final essay, by Dr. W. Taylor Thorn, Jr., not only repeats the
fallacy that popular pressure is the principal cause of war (while at
the same time he depicts the Soviet Union as the most sparsely
populated region of the world, and one of the few nations which
has built a bridge across the "Population Balance River" to the
"Plains of 'Progress and of Peace' "), but he also adds assorted
fallacies characteristic of the French Physiocrats, Karl Marx, and
the Technocrats. Since he makes no reference to these earlier writers,
one assumes that these theories of history, economic life, and social
organization have sprung de novo from the fertile mind of Dr.
Thom. It is regrettable that Dr. Thom, who is Chairman Emeritus
of Princeton's Department of Geological Engineering, has allowed
this venture into unfamiliar territory to detract from the important
things he has to say regarding known and potential mineral reserves.
Between these two essays are articles on "the population crisis,"
world-wide and by regions (including the United States), the unwanted child, the biology of reproduction and of genetic improvement, action programs for limiting population, economic development programs, conservation, and world peace through world government. There is much here that is very good, but also much that is
scattershot, superficial, or too technical for the layman. Not surprisingly in so varied a collection, one author contradicts another on
such matters as the progress of Japanese agriculture, migration
as a means of relieving population pressure, and the imminence of
mineral depletion. Such differences-when not pertaining to factual
matters-may aid in the exploration of a complex and difficult subject. This value is largely lost in the present volume, however, by
the lack of juxtaposition or footnotes to bring together opposing
points of view.
Most enlightening in this collection are the articles on "The
Economics of Population Growth," in which Joseph J. Spengler
analyzes the arithmetic of labor supply, capital formation, and living standards under various conditions of population growth and
density; a brief but careful analysis of the obstacles to fertility control in under-developed areas, by J. Mayone Stycos; a review of the
rapid postwar changes in Japan, by Irene B. Taeuber; Robert C.
Cook's survey of the relation of population growth to the food
supply; Richard N. Gardner's analysis of the 1962 discussion by the
United Nations General Assembly of the problem of population
control, and C. S. Christian's calm appraisal (for the World Food
Congress of the FAO) of "The Use and Abuse of Land and
Water."
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.For the present and the foreseeable future, the "population
crisis" consists in major part of the the problem of food supply. This
problem arises not so much from high population densities as from
high rates of increase in population. Its solution lies, at least for the
next generation or two, more in improved agricultural practices,
land tenure arrangements, fertilizer, pesticides, better crops and
livestock varieties, soil science, irrigation, and better transportation,
than it does in birth control. Birth control could in many areas be an
important aid to economic development, and it is an ultimate necessity for the world, unless war or other disasters raise the death rate.
But in the present generation the problem of food and other aspects
of economic well-being is a many-sided one. In the words of Robert
C. Cook's excellent article in the volume,
To sum up, it is clear that the earth's physical resources and man's

present knowledge are sufficient to multiply the world's production of
food many times. But the existence of resources and technical knowledge is not enough. ...

Farmers must be given incentive . . . reliable markets, good
prices, and facilities for transport, storage, processing, and handling
. . .fertilizers, pesticides and improved seeds . .. institutional reforms affecting . . . credit and tenure. . . . Capital must be obtained and invested, not only in the development of land resources
and agricultural equipment, but also in . . . the other essential
facilities for social and economic progress.
So the problem of mouths and food is seen as an inseparable part
of the whole, vast problem of economic, social, and cultural development of the world's under-developed regions . ...
Cook concludes that what is required to bring '.'an orderly and con-

structive transition to a satisfactory, stable balance between food
and population is

.

.

. an operation on a scale far vaster than

anything contemplated in the plans either of individual governments or of the cooperative undertakings now contemplated by the
United Nations agencies."
One might only add that the aggregate military expenditures of
the nations appear to constitute resources more than adequate to
give undeveloped areas all the help they could absorb in the solution of this vast problem. The gruesome instruments now produced
can, we know, solve the problem of "overpopulation" in a matter of
hours or even minutes-though the "solution" would probably be
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followed by famine on an unprecedented scale. Turned to constructive ends, the same resources could quite rapidly solve the problem
more .happily and perhaps more permanently. Apathy,. ignorance,
vested interests, and oldhabits are what bind men to present miseries
and a dark future.
NEAL POTTER*

*Resources for the Future, Inc., Washington, D.C.

